Introduction to Albuquerque, New Mexico

Located in west central New Mexico between the Sandia Mountains and the Rio
Grande, Albuquerque is the largest city in the state and one of the nation's fastest
growing cities (500,000 residents with 16% growth). Founded in 1706 by the governor of
New Mexico, Albuguerque was named after the Duke of Alburquerque (with an "r"), the
viceroy of New Spain. The Santa Fe Trail in the early 1800s introduced settlers to the
region; a US army post was established in 1846; the Santa Fe Railroad in late 1800s
and the Route 66 highway in the 1900s spurred additional growth. Today, Albuquerque
is a center for timber, livestock and farming, and a growing area for high-technology
industries. The city is home to Intel's largest manufacturing facility. At Kirtland Air Force
Base south of the city is Sandia National Laboratories, a center for electronic and
industrial research run by the US Department of Energy. Other industries important to
the economy include health services, banking and tourism. Because of Albuquerque's
high technology and military industries, it is home to a large number of people with
doctorate degrees, ranking in the top ten nationally in quantity of PhDs per capita for
larger cities.







